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IRELAND.

(From our own Correspondent.)

DUBLIN HOSPITALS COMMISSION.

LAST week Mr. Thomson, one of the surgical staff of the

Richmond Hospital, gave some very valuable evidence before
the Commissioners, bearing on the subject of the proposed
amalgamation of certain of the Dublin hospitals. He stated
that he was entirely in favour of the principle of amalgama-
tion in Dublin, and considered that the Richmond, Whit-
worth, and Hardwicke ought to be amalgamated with
Steevens’s Hospital, and a new building erected in the neigh-
bourhood of Christchurch-place. Dublin, he believed, had I
too many hospitals as compared with its population of
250,000, having ten general hospitals and 919 beds occupied.
In Liverpool, with 552,000 inhabitants, there are only four
.general hospitals and 613 beds; in Manchester, with a popu-
lation of 393,000, two hospitals, with 440 beds; in Birming-
ham, with a population of 400,000, two hospitals and 440 beds.
On all the hospitals &pound;85,000 a year is spent, including the
special institutions, while only &pound;27,400 of that money goes
to the maintenance of the patients. It follows that Dublin is
over-hospitalled and over-medical-officered. In Mercer’s
HospitaJ, for 45 beds there are three surgeons and two
physicians, or 9 beds to each ; in the Meath, with 85 beds,
with a staff of eight, there is an average of 10&frac12; beds each ;
in Jervis-street, with 25 beds, there are seven surgeons and
two physicians, or less than 3 beds each, or, taking 150
beds for the latter institution, 15 beds to each medical
officer. In. the House of Industry Hospital, with 150 beds
and a staff of eight, there is an average of 19 beds ; and in
the Mater Misericordi&aelig; an average of 27. Mr. Thomson
thought that 1200 beds divided over four hospitals would
be ample, and was of opinion that the money would be got
partly from the grant and partly from the public. He would
put the Mater Miserieordi&aelig; on one side-it was a sectarian
hospital, was not in debt, and should not receive a share of
the grant, being managed in the interests of a particular
- church; he objected also to the nursing being in the hands of
any sisterhood. No doubt the advantages of amalgamating
certain of the Dublin hospitals is manifest; but with an over-
officered medical staff as exists at present, the difficulty
would be as to which of the medical officers in each institu-
tion amalgamated should retire, and whether they would be
entitled to any compensation for the share of the students’
fees they at present receive. The subject is a difficult one,
.and a solution of the matter would be desirable in the
interests of all concerned.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.

Some time since, the President of the College, Sir Charles
Cameron, suggested that the College ought to elect some
honorary Fellows from amongst distinguished surgeons, as
the existing honorary Fellows were, with one or two excep-
tions, military or naval medical men. This suggestion has
been carried out, for at the last meeting of the Council they
unanimously elected as Honorary Fellows the following :-
M. Pasteur of Paris, Sir James Paget, Bart., Sir Joseph
Lister, and Professor Huxley. The President, I am in-
.formed, intends giving a banquet in the College on

April 28th, on the occasion of the unveiling of the Dease
statue and the opening of the Butcher Museum, and his
Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant has accepted the President’s
invitation to the banquet. It is hoped that some of the
newly elected Honorary Fellows will be able to be present
on this interesting occasion. The Council will next week
-elect a Curator of the Museums of the College, at a salary of
.E250 per annum, in the vacancy caused by the retirement of
Mr. Abraham.

ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND.

A meeting of Convocation of the Royal University of
Ireland will be held on the 6th prox. to elect a member
of the Senate in the vacancy which will then occur. Mr.
Farrelly, whose term of office expires, will, it is expected,
be a candidate for re-election, and will be opposed by
Mr. Wm. Thomson, surgeon to the Richmond Hospital.

STUDENTS’ AMBULANCE CORPS, BELFAST.
The first general meeting of the members was held last

week in Queen’s College, Belfast. The chairman having
explained the objects of the meeting-namely, to elect a

committee and two secretaries pro tem., to organise the
corps and make all necessary arrangements,&mdash;an election was
held for office-bearers. It is stated that upwards of 100
students of the College have joined, and it is expected that
drill and training will commence early in the summer.
A life-size portrait of Sir Charles A. Cameron, M.D., the

President of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, was
last week presented to the Grand Lodge of Ireland by the
members of the Masonic Lodge 25, of which Sir Charles
Cameron is the efficient secretary.
Deputy Surgeon-General John bladden died at his resi-

dence, Rutland-square, on the 8th inst.
Thomas Barbor, M.D., of Castleview House, Carlingford,

lIas been placed on the Commission of the Peace for the
County Louth.
The late Mr. P. A. Smith bequeathed a sum of X200 to

each of the following charitable institutions :-Mater
Misericordioe, Vincent’s, Mercer’s, Sir P. Dun’s, Jervis-street,
and Coombe Lying-in Hospitals. The City of Dublin
Hospital has also received &pound;100.

, 

Dublin, March 8th.

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

PTOMAINES AND THE MICROBE THEORY.

AMONG the conclusions formulated by the various speakers
who have taken part in the debate at the Academy of
Medicine on the pathogeny of disease, those enunciated by
Professor Verneuil seem to me the most admissible, as they
are the most plausible. In response to the speakers who
preceded him, M. Verneuil stated that he recognised two
principal origins of general maladies: 1. The invasion by
germs which penetrate into the organism from without,
and which had their existence in cosmic media. 2. The
contamination of the interior of the organism by waste
tissues resulting from diminished, augmented, or perverted
nutrition. In other words, the learned Professor adopts
all which appears to him clearly demonstrated in the
microbian theory, or in the theories borrowed from
pathological physiology and biological chemistry. As re-
gards the r6le of the organism itself in the manu-
facture of disease, no one perhaps mor.e than M. Verneuil
has directed attention to that subject-that is to say,
the intimate connexion that exists between a disease-
germ and the body which receives it, which is the consti-
tutional states of pathologists. For diseases of physiological
origin, the organism no doubt plays the principal roLe. For
nosological or microbian diseases, the economy is reduced
to accept, submit to, multiply or destroy, refuse or reject
the germs, without being able of itself to create a single
one at any time or in any condition whatsoever. Thus,
Professor Verneuil does not in any case admit morbid spon-
taneity-that is, in the grammatical sense of the word,-as
the alterations in plus or in man2cs of nutrition are never
produced by themselves, which necessarily imply causes on
the one hand and pathological specificity on the other; the
latter would imply the existence in an absolute manner of
beings altogether distinct from those which they invade,
and this would lead to the conclusion that there cannot
exist at the same time spontaneity and specificity.

DEATH OF DR. BOCHEFONTAINE.

I regret to have to report the death of Dr. Bochefontaine,
chief of the laboratory of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris
and of the Hotel Dieu. His death is considered a great loss
to science, as he was an indefatigable searcher for biological
facts. He was an avowed adversary of the microbian
theories, particularly those professed by Pasteur and Koch ;
and it will be remembered that he was so convinced of the
non-contagiousness of cholera that during the epidemic of
last year he swallowed a pill composed of the dejections of
a cholera patient, and consequently some millions of the
comma bacilli, from which he suffered no other incon-
venience than a slight malaise. He was latterly engaged
in some important researches respecting the real efficacy of
M. Pasteur’s anti-rabic inoculations, when death overtook
him after an illness of three weeks. As he was a most

daring experimenter, even upon his own person, it was
bruited about that he had fallen a victim to some experi-
ment. The fact is that he had been, as just stated, ill for
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about three weeks, suffering from abscesses in the throat
and jaws, resulting from decayed teeth, which ended in
fatal periostitis. Ile was only iorty-five years of age.

REPORT ON SUICIDES.

The official report on suicides for the Department of the
Seine for the year 1885 gives the following results :-There
were 642 suicides or attempts at suicide from January 1st
to December 31st. During the preceding year there were
542. Firearms were the principal means adopted, of which
there were 225 cases; of these there were 160 for Paris alone
and 65 for the rest of the Department. There were 150
suicides by drowning, 88 by hanging, and 142 by asphyxia;
the others were effected by precipitating themselves from
windows, monuments, &c; 62 were effected by crushing or
by poisoning. The principal causes assigned are reverse of
fortune, failure in business, dissipated living, particularly
when accompanied with the use of alcohol. Several cases
of self-destruction occurred among youths, principally among
collegians, and the causes given display a high degree of
mental precocity or immoral training.

PROPOSED HEALTH EXHIBITION.

An exhibition of everything concerning hygiene is being
organised by the Society of Public Medicine at Paris, and
is to take place in the month of May next in a large building
at the back of the Hotel de Ville. This exhibition, exclu-
sively of a scientific and technical character, will comprise
all plans and models of constructions and of apparatus
destined to ensure the salubrity of the ground floor, under-
ground rooms of private habitations, of cheap houses, and
public buildings, such as schools, hospitals, and asylums,
theatres, meeting or lecture rooms, &c. The exhibition is
placed under the patronage of the members of the institute,
and of the Academies of Sciences and of Medicine, and also
of the Government.

THE TREATMENT OF HYDROPHOBIA.

A commission appointed by the Academy of Sciences has
decided upon the establishment of a locale in Paris for the
treatment of persons bitten by mad dogs. It is to be
called "Institut Pasteur," and is to be supported by public
subscription. As it is intended to be international, sub-
scriptions are solicited from all parts of the world.
Paris, March 10th, 1886.

NEW YORK.

(From our own Correspondent.) 

QUARANTINE.

THE health officer of New York quarantine is paid by
fees, the charge for each vessel being$6.50. The total fees

per annum are believed to vary from$60,000 to$100,000.
There is a movemenc in the Legislature to abolish the fee
system and give him a salary of$10,000. The discussion has

brought to light some interesting facts. In 1880, 7827 vessels
entered this port, and the receipts of the health officer were
$64,000, and of this sum$25,000 were paid for running
expenses, leaving a net income of$39,000. In 1885, 5908
vessels arrived, being nearly 2000 less than in 1880, and
making a diminution of over$12,000 in the emoluments of
the office. If these statements are true, the office is not
now so lucrative as has been supposed, for, being a political
office, the party in power always lays the health officer
under heavy contribution.

THE BOARD OF HEALTH.

The New York Board of Health has been one of the most
reputable bodies in the Senate until recently, when its
management fell into the hands of the politicians, and now
its president is under indictment by the grand jury for
receiving bribes for official acts. On his trial the jury stood
eleven for conviction and one for acquittal. The effect of
the change of administration is visible in every department
of the service: officers have been multiplied, salaries incurred,
and the duties have been performed with less and less
vigour. Public confidence has been very much lessened by
the scandal.

DR. ALFRED C. POST.

The death of Dr. Post, President of the Faculty of the
University Medical College, at the age of eighty, removes
from medical circles a most familiar figure. For half a

century he was one of the most active surgeons of this city,

and he did not relax in his work until the last week of his
life. lie seldom failed in his attendance at the meetings
of the medical societies, and always took a very lively
interest in subjects under discussion. lIe was as much
gratified with every step in advance in surgery as the
younger surgeons, and never grew old in the usual way of
discarding without trial " new-fangled notions."

YELLOW FEVER INVESTIGATIONS.

A Bill has been introduced into Congress to provide for
the appointment by the President of a Commission to pro-
ceed to Brazil to investigate the alleged discovery of a
method of inoculating for yellow fever. Few physicians
have any faith in the professions of Dr. Domingos Freire,
and the Bill receives support only from medical officers of
the southern quarantines, and especially that of New Orleans

SUDDEN DEATH OF EMINENT MEN.

There have been many sudden deaths of eminent men
recently, and the subject is attracting the attention of
medical men. Calfax, a former vice-president of the
United States, fell dead in a railroad dep6t while on
a lecture tour. Hendricks, the Vice-President under the
present administration, was recently found dead in his bed.
And now comes the news of the death of John B. Gough, the
temperance orator, who fell, with his arms raised, in the
midst of a speech. General McClellan recently died suddenly,
but he had been suffering occasionally from angina. Heart
disease has proved to be the chief cause of these deaths.
New York. Feb. 22nd.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

AN extraordinary Comitia of the College was held on
the llth inst., Dr. J. W. Ogle, Vice-President, in the chair.,
Certificates in Hygiene were granted to Edgar English and
John Frederick Williams, who had passed the required
examination.
A report was read from the Council upon Dr. West’s

proposals to form Standing Committees of the College to,

deal with professional and public matters in which it was
desirable that the College should take action. The Council
advised the College not to assent to these proposals, the
existing system of the appointment of Select Committees.
whenever occasion arise being quite adequate to the purpose.
After a prolonged debate it was finally decided to adjourn
the discussion to the next meeting.
A report was read from the Committee of Management

of the Examining Board in England, advising: (1) The
omission of Medical Botany from the curriculum; (2) an
option to candidates of taking Materia Medica and Pharmacy
either as part of the First or as part of the Second Examina-
tion, and the permission to candidates to avail themselves
at once of these alterations. Considerable discussion arose
upon this report, and the synopsis of Materia Medica and
Pharmacy, but the report was finally accepted without
alteration. ’

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

AT an ordinary meeting of the Council of the College, held
on the llth inst. the minutes of the last meeting were con-
firmed. The death of Mr. Cooper Forster was announced to
the Council, and a unanimous resolution of condolence with
Mrs. Forster and her family was passed. A resolution was

passed to inform William Turnbull of his removal from

being a member of the College owing to his conviction for
manslaughter, the usual notice to be sent to the Medical
Council.
The report of the Committee on the mode of obtaining the

Fellowship of the College was received, and the two methods
proposed by them adopted.

" In one of these the Council would elect to the Fellow-
ship, every year, a certain number, not exceeding ten, of
Members of the College, of not less than twenty years
standing, who are distinguished by scientific or professional
ability, or by good service rendered to the profession or the
public, and who are recommended by ten Members of the
College, of whom at least half shall be Fellows, none of the,
Fellows so recommending being members of the Council.


